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Q. Do your children share your
passion for cooking?

A. No, not really. My daughter was born to be in the
restaurant business. She worked for me for years when she
was younger, working the door as a hostess; she was a nat-
ural with people. She's married now and works for an
Italian designer. My son just finished college and is just
now starting to work for me. He’s starting to show some
interest in the business, but I'm not sure if he has the same
passion. I see a few signs, but we'll have to wait and see.

Aldo Cascio stands next to his fine wine collection at
The Brick House. Since he owns and operates Pane e
Vino—a wine and cheese shop in Wyckoff—he knows
just what to stock for his sophisticated customers.
Inset: The menu at The Brick House has something for
every palate, from fresh seafood to prime steaks and

chops to signature dishes such as Chicken Roger.
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Q. Besides your own restaurant,
where Is your favorite place to eat?

A. I have a friend, Remo Mastrangelo, who owns a
little place in New York City called Quatro Gatti, on 81st
between 2nd and 3rd—that’s my place to eat. I love his
parpadelle:it’s so delicious. They have fresh fish—every-
thing he makes is wonderful. I love going there because
even though you are in the middle of New York, you
don't feel like it. It's small and everyone is very friendly
and I feel comfortable there. And it's very inexpensive.
Le Cirque was another one of my favorites, but I really
just like to go where I feel welcome and taken care of.
I read an article once written by a restaurateur who was
retiring that said, “"A good waiter can make a mediocre
meal look very good, a bad waiter can make a good meal
very bad.” I feel a lot of someone’s dining experience is
about how they are treated, finding the right balance
between kitchen and service, particularly in this econo-
my. |l know that at my restaurants, we try the best we can
to please our customers.This is very, very important to
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me. I love both of my restaurants, but Aldo’s is my pride
and joy, my baby. We have people who have been com-
ing to the restaurant for 25 years, whose children grow
up, get married, have children of their own and come
with their families.

Q. If you could have dinner with one
person living or deceased, who would that be
and what wounld you serve?

A. I'm a soccer fanatic and so I would love to have
dinner with Pelé. Growing up, he was my idol, one of the
best soccer players in the world and a fascinating person.
You sit and have dinner with someone and it's always
a surprise what really transpires. If that was possible,
I would want to have dinner with 007, Sean Connery.

O‘. What is your favorite dish to make?

A. Spaghetti carbonara.

Q. If you were stranded on a deserted island
and could only pick three things
to ealt, what would they be?

A. Pasta, bananas and wine.

Q. You learned the game of soccer playing on
the streets of Sicily and watching your favorite team,
Inter Milan. Did you ever dream of becoming
a professional soccer player yourself?

A. I think every kid in Italy wakes up in the morn-
ing and goes to bed at night wishing he could be a pro-
fessional soccer player.

Q. You give back to the community
by coaching soccer and donating food and your
restaurant space for a muanber of events.

A. The truth is, the kids help me a lot more then I
help them. You learn so much by watching them and
knowing their situations and how they process things.
I was lucky because my son was on the team I coached,
which gave me the opportunity to spend quality time
with him and to be able to work with other kids. My
best memories with my son are the soccer trips we
took together and all the time we were able to spend
because of it.

In terms of donating the restaurant space and food, I
believe it's so important to give back to the community,
to all the people who have supported you. You cannot
tell every individual person how much you appreciate
their patronage over the years, so you try to do it in a dif-
ferent way. Every time I donate something, every time [
help someone, this is my way of saying,“Thank you.” B





